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(57) ABSTRACT
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one or more second base stations (28B) for communicating
with second wireless communication terminals (32B), so as
to minimize impact of interference between the first and
second wireless communication terminals. The first base sta-
tions are synchronized relative to the second base stations
according to the selected time offset.
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MITIGATION OF INTERFERENCE
BETWEEN COMMUNICATION TERMINALS
INTD-LTE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application 61/496,004, filed Jun. 12, 2011, whose
disclosure is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to wireless commu-
nication, and particularly to methods and systems for miti-
gating interference between wireless communication termi-
nals.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Some wireless communication protocols define alternating
patterns of uplink (UL) and downlink (DL) time intervals for
communication between base stations and wireless commu-
nication terminals. UL/DL patterns for Time-Division Long-
Term Evolution (TD-LTE) systems are defined, for example,
by the Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) in of
3GPP Technical Specification 36.211, entitled “Technical
Specification Group Radio Access Network; Evolved Univer-
sal Terrestrial Radio Access (EUTRA); Physical Channels
and Modulation (Release 8),” (3GPP TS 36.211), version
8.6.0, March 2009, which is incorporated herein by reference.
Section 4.2 of this specification refers to UL/DL patterns for
TD-LTE (referred to as “Frame structure type 2”).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Anembodiment of the present invention provides a method
for communication. The method includes communicating
between one or more first base stations and first wireless
communication terminals using a first alternating pattern of
downlink time intervals and uplink time intervals. A time
offset is selected between the first alternating pattern and a
second alternating pattern, which is used by one or more
second base stations for communicating with second wireless
communication terminals, so as to minimize impact of inter-
ference between the first and second wireless communication
terminals. The first base stations are synchronized relative to
the second base stations according to the selected time offset.

In some embodiments, the first and second alternating
patterns are specified in accordance with a Time-Division
Long-Term Evolution (TD-LTE) specification, and the down-
link time intervals and the uplink time intervals include TD-
LTE sub-frames. In some embodiments, each of the first and
second alternating patterns includes one or more uplink sub-
frames and one or more downlink sub-frames, and selecting
the time offset includes minimizing an overlap between the
uplink sub-frames in one of the first and second alternating
patterns and the downlink sub-frames in the other of the first
and second alternating patterns.

In some disclosed embodiments, each of the first and sec-
ond alternating patterns includes one or more uplink sub-
frames, one or more downlink sub-frames, and one or more
special sub-frames containing respective uplink and down-
link regions, and the method includes applying an interfer-
ence mitigation process to reduce the interference during the
special sub-frames.
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In an example embodiment, the special sub-frames contain
synchronization signals, and applying the interference miti-
gation process includes reducing the interference to the syn-
chronization signals. In another embodiment, the special sub-
frames contain synchronization signals, and applying the
interference mitigation process includes obtaining synchro-
nization using alternative means other than the synchroniza-
tion signals.

Inyet another embodiment, applying the interference miti-
gation process includes distinguishing between a first subset
of'the special sub-frames that are subjected to the interference
and a second subset of the special sub-frames that are not
subjected to the interference, and processing only the special
sub-frames in the second subset. In still another embodiment,
applying the interference mitigation process includes distin-
guishing between a first subset of the special sub-frames that
are subjected to the interference and a second subset of the
special sub-frames that are not subjected to the interference,
and activating the interference mitigation process only during
the special sub-frames in the first subset.

In an embodiment, a given wireless communication termi-
nal includes multiple receive antennas, and the method
includes canceling the interference by weighting respective
signals received via the multiple receive antennas. In another
embodiment, the method includes allocating data transmis-
sions to the first terminals only during predefined times dur-
ing the first alternating pattern in which the interference from
the second alternating pattern is known not to be present.

In another embodiment, the method includes communicat-
ing with the first terminals using a first communication
scheme during predefined times in the first alternating pattern
in which the interference from the second alternating pattern
is known to be present, and using a second communication
scheme, less robust than the first scheme, outside the pre-
defined times.

In another embodiment, the method includes setting in the
first terminals a first receiver chain setting during predefined
times in the first alternating pattern in which the interference
from the second alternating pattern is known to be present,
and setting a second receiver chain setting, less robust than
the first setting, outside the predefined times.

There is additionally provided, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention, a communication appa-
ratus including one or more first transceivers and at least one
timing unit. The first transceivers are configured to commu-
nicate with first wireless communication terminals using a
first alternating pattern of downlink time intervals and uplink
time intervals. The timing unit is configured to synchronize
the first alternating pattern relative to a second alternating
pattern that is used by one or more second transceivers for
communicating with second wireless communication termi-
nals, while applying between the first and second patterns a
time offset selected so as to minimize impact of interference
between the first and second wireless communication termi-
nals.

There is also provided, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention, a wireless communication terminal
including a transceiver and a processor. The transceiver is
configured to communicate with a first base station using a
first alternating pattern of downlink time intervals and uplink
time intervals, such that the first alternating pattern is syn-
chronized relative to a second alternating pattern that is used
by a second base station for communicating with at least
another wireless communication terminal while applying
between the first and second patterns a time offset selected so
as to minimize impact of interference between the terminal
and the other terminal. The processor is configured to apply
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an interference mitigation process for reducing residual inter-
ference caused by the second pattern.

The present invention will be more fully understood from
the following detailed description of the embodiments
thereof, taken together with the drawings in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that schematically illustrates a
wireless communication system, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams that schematically illustrate
alternating UL/DL patterns, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a flow chart that schematically illustrates a
method for synchronization between base stations, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
Overview

When two wireless communication terminals (e.g., cellu-
lar phones) are located in proximity to one another, transmis-
sion of one terminal may interfere with reception of the other,
even if the terminals operate on different frequencies. For
terminals that communicate with their respective base sta-
tions using a Time Division Duplex (TDD) protocol, such
interference may occur when a downlink interval of one ter-
minal overlaps an uplink interval of the other. The interfering
terminal is referred to as an aggressor terminal, and the ter-
minal subjected to the interference is referred to as a victim
terminal.

The Time-Division Long-Term Evolution (TD-LTE) stan-
dard, for example, specifies seven possible uplink/downlink
configurations, i.e., seven different ways to divide the com-
munication frame into patterns of uplink and downlink sub-
frames. In a given network, the uplink/downlink configura-
tion is typically chosen according the ratio of uplink/
downlink traffic. For example, networks that are dominated
by Voice over IP (VoIP) traffic tend to select more symmetric
uplink/downlink configurations than networks having high
internet browsing traffic.

If two nearby TD-LTE terminals use different uplink/
downlink configurations, the start times of the frame will
typically be synchronized, but some downlink sub-frames of
one terminal may overlap uplink sub-frames of the other. In
some scenarios, the resulting interference may block the com-
munication of the victim terminal completely. Similar inter-
ference scenarios may also occur between nearby base sta-
tions that use different uplink/downlink configurations.

Embodiments of the present invention that are described
herein provide methods and systems for mitigating the above-
described interference scenarios. In some embodiments, a
group of (one or more) base stations communicates with
wireless terminals using a certain alternating pattern of uplink
and downlink time intervals, and another group of (one or
more) base stations communicates using a different alternat-
ing pattern.

The patterns of the two groups of base stations are synchro-
nized to one another, but a certain time offset is applied
between them. The time offset is selected so as to minimize
the impact of interference between terminals associated with
the respective groups. For example, when one group of TD-
LTE base stations communicates using uplink/downlink con-
figuration 1, and the other group communicates using uplink/
downlink configuration 2, as specified in the TD-LTE
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standard, a time offset of one sub-frame minimizes the inter-
ference between terminals. In these embodiments, a LTE
frame is 10 ms long and each sub-frame is 1 ms long.

In addition to uplink and downlink sub-frames, the TD-
LTE frame comprises special sub-frames containing uplink
and downlink regions used for control and sometimes data
transfer (The downlink region is typically used for control,
data and synchronization, while the uplink region is typically
used for channel sounding and random access). The seven
TD-LTE uplink/downlink configurations specify the posi-
tions of the special sub-frames in the frame.

In some embodiments, the selected time offset eliminates
overlap between downlink sub-frames of the victim terminal
and uplink sub-frames of the aggressor terminal, but some
interference may remain during the special sub-frames. Sev-
eral example techniques for mitigating this residual interfer-
ence are described herein. Techniques for mitigating residual
interference between nearby base stations are also described.

In summary, the disclosed techniques reduce interference
between nearby terminals, as well as between nearby base
stations, for example by introducing a time offset between the
alternating uplink/downlink patterns of the base stations.
These techniques can be used, for example, by multiple cel-
Iular service providers for deploying multiple networks using
different uplink/downlink patterns in the same geographical
area, while minimizing interference between the networks.

System Description

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that schematically illustrates a
wireless communication system 20, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. The embodiment of
FIG. 1 shows two wireless communication networks 24 A and
24B. In the present example, both networks comprise cellular
networks that operate in accordance with the TD-LTE speci-
fications. In alternative embodiments, however, the disclosed
techniques can be used with networks that operate in accor-
dance with various other wireless communication protocols,
or even within a single network. For example, the disclosed
techniques can also be used in TD-SCDMA networks as
defined in the 3GPP 25.221 specifications.

Network 24A comprises multiple base stations 28A (eNo-
deB in LTE terminology), which communicate with wireless
communication terminals 32A (User Equipment—UE—in
LTE terminology). Network 24B comprises multiple base
stations 28B, which communicate with wireless communica-
tion terminals 32B. Terminals 32A and 32B may comprise,
for example, cellular phones, wireless-enabled mobile com-
puting devices, or any other suitable type of wireless commu-
nication terminals.

In some embodiments, base stations 28A of network 24A
communicate with terminals 32A using an alternating pattern
of uplink (UL) and downlink (DL) time intervals. Base sta-
tions 28B of network 24B communicate with terminals 32B
using an alternating pattern that is different from the pattern
used by base stations 28A.

The TD-LTE standard, for example, specifies seven pos-
sible UL/DL configurations. Each UL/DL configuration
divides the communication frame into a respective pattern of
UL and DL sub-frames (SF). In some embodiments, net-
works 24A and 24B apply UL/DL configurations that are
different from one another. For example, networks 24A and
24B may be deployed and operated by different service pro-
viders who choose to apply different UL/DL configurations.

As will be explained in detail below, the use of differing
UL/DL configurations may cause interference between ter-
minals 32A and terminals 32B. The interference is particu-
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larly severe if terminals from different networks are located in
close proximity to one another. In some embodiments, base
stations 28A reduce this interference by synchronizing to
base stations 28B while applying a certain time offset. The
time offset is selected so as to minimize the level of interfer-
ence between terminals 32A and 32B.

In some embodiments, each base station 28 A comprises a
transceiver 36 that communicates via an antenna 40 with one
or more terminals 32A in accordance with the TD-LTE speci-
fication. Each base station 32A further comprises a timing
unit 44 that generates timing signals for the base station. In
particular, the timing units apply the selected time offset so as
to minimize the interference between terminals 32A and 32B.
Typically, each terminal comprises a transceiver 46 for com-
municating via an antenna 45 with one of the base stations,
and a processor 47 that carries out the various processing and
management functions of the terminal.

The system configuration of system 20 shown in FIG. 1 is
an example configuration, which is chosen purely for the sake
of conceptual clarity. In alternative embodiments, any other
suitable system configuration can also be used. For example,
instead of using multiple timing units 44, network 24 A may
comprise a single centralized timing unit that introduces the
selected time offset and synchronizes the multiple base sta-
tions 28A. Although the embodiments described herein refer
mainly to two networks that use different UL/DL configura-
tions, the disclosed techniques can be used in any other suit-
able scenario in which base stations use different patterns of
UL and DL intervals.

The elements of system 20 may be implemented in hard-
ware, in software, or using a combination of hardware and
software elements. In some embodiments, certain functions
of system 20 can be implemented using one or more general-
purpose processors, which are programmed in software to
carry out the functions described herein. The software may be
downloaded to the processors in electronic form, over a net-
work, for example, or it may, alternatively or additionally, be
provided and/or stored on non-transitory tangible media, such
as magnetic, optical, or electronic memory.

Interference Between Wireless Terminals That Use
Different UL/DL Patterns

The TD-LTE standard specifies seven possible UL/DL
configurations:

UL/DL  Period Sub-frame number

conf # (ms) o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 5 D S U U U D S U U U
1 5 D S U U D D S U U D
2 5 D S U D D D S U D D
3 10 D S U U U D D D D D
4 10 D S U U D D D D D D
5 10 D S U D D D D D D D
6 5 D S U U U D S U U D

As can be seen in the table above, in each UL/DL configu-
ration the frame is divided into ten sub-frames. Each sub-
frame may be defined as an uplink sub-frame (denoted U) for
transmission from the terminals to the base stations, a down-
link sub-frame (denoted D) for transmission from the base
stations to the terminals, or a special sub-frame (denoted S).

Each special sub-frame comprises a downlink region (re-
ferred to as Downlink Pilot Time Slot—DwPTS) that can be
used for downlink control, data and synchronization, a guard
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period (GP), and an uplink region (referred to as Uplink Pilot
Time Slot—UpPTS) that can be used for sounding and ran-
dom access (PRACH) but not for data or control.

Consider a terminal 32A of network 24A and a terminal
32B of network 24B that are located in close proximity to one
another. The assumption is that the base stations in networks
24A and 24B are frame-synchronized to one another, i.e., that
the frame start times in the two networks coincide.

If the two networks (and thus the two terminals) use the
same UL/DL configuration, interference from one terminal to
the other is minimal, because the terminals either transmit
together or receive together. Since the two networks use the
same UL/DL configuration, there are no sub-frames in which
one terminal transmits and the other receives. (Some interfer-
ence may occur, for example, if the special sub-frame con-
figuration differs from one network to the other, or due to
propagation time differences, but this interference is usually
minor.)

If, on the other hand, networks 24A and 24B use different
UL/DL configurations, an UL sub-frame of one terminal may
coincide with a DL sub-frame of a nearby terminal from the
other network. During this sub-frame, the receiving terminal
(referred to as a victim terminal) may suffer severe interfer-
ence from the transmitting terminal (referred to as an aggres-
sor terminal).

FIG. 2A is adiagram that schematically illustrates example
UL/DL configurations, in order to demonstrate this effect.
FIG. 2A shows UL/DL configurations 48 and 52, which are
used by networks 24 A and 24B, respectively. In this example,
network 24A uses UL/DL configuration 1, and network 24B
uses UL/DL configuration 2. These two configurations have a
periodicity of five sub-frames (SF), and therefore only the
first five sub-frames of the frame are shown in the figure.

As can be seen in the figure, sub-frame SF3 of configura-
tion 48 is an uplink sub-frame, but sub-frame SF3 of configu-
ration 52 is a downlink sub-frame. The same occurs in sub-
frame SF8. In this sub-frame, a victim terminal of network
24B (using configuration 52) is susceptible to strong interfer-
ence from nearby aggressor terminals of network 24A (that
use configuration 48).

The interference from an aggressor terminal to a nearby
victim terminal may be caused by various mechanisms. For
example, the aggressor terminal is typically allowed to gen-
erate spurious emissions outside its allocated bandwidth.
Some of the spurious emissions may fall within the band-
width of the victim terminal. In TD-LTE, for example, the
allowed power level of the spurious emissions is specified in
«37? Generation Partership Project; Technical Specification
Group Radio Access Network; Evolved Universal Terrestrial
Radio Access (E-UTRA); User Equipment (UE) Radio
Transmission and Reception (Release 10),”3GPP TS 36.101,
version 10.2.1, April 2011, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

When the aggressor terminal and the victim terminal are
located in close proximity to one another, the power level of
the spurious emissions received in the victim terminal may be
considerably higher than the received level of the desired
downlink signal, and therefore downlink reception may be
blocked.

As another example, the uplink signal transmitted by the
aggressor terminal may be received with relatively high
power at the victim terminal. This signal is typically filtered-
out at the victim terminal receiver only after some amplifica-
tion and mixing stages. These stages (e.g., a low-noise ampli-
fier) typically have limited linearity and may saturate because
of the high power level of the aggressor terminal uplink
signal.
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In other cases, if the aggressor uplink signal is detected by
the victim terminal, the latter may reduce its receiver gain in
order to avoid saturation. In this case, however, the noise
figure of the receiver may be severely degraded and low-
power desired downlink signals may not be decoded properly
by the victim terminal. The 3GPP TS 36.101 specification, for
example, requires the terminal to handle adjacent channel
aggressors with power levels of up to 27-33 dB above the
received downlink signal power (in which case the terminal’s
sensitivity requirements are reduced considerably, to reflect
the degradation in noise figure). The received uplink signal
power of a nearby aggressor terminal may be well above this
ratio.

The impact of interference between terminals is particu-
larly severe if the affected downlink sub-frame carries syn-
chronization signals that are used for network acquisition.
TD-LTE systems typically use two types of synchronization
signals—A Primary Synchronization Signal (PSS) located at
sub-frames SF1 and SF6, and a Secondary Synchronization
Signal (SSS) located at sub-frames SF0 and SF5.

When two base stations use UL/DL configurations 1 and 2,
the affected sub-frames are sub-frames SF3 and SF8 (as
explained above regarding FIG. 2A). In UL/DL configuration
2, only sub-frames SF3 and SF8 can carry control messages
for uplink grants for uplink transmissions in sub-frames SF7
and SF2, respectively (using DCI or negative HI). Since sub-
frames SF7 and SF2 are the only uplink sub-frames in UL/DL
configuration 2, blocking downlink sub-frames SF3 and SF8
effectively blocks any uplink transmission.

Minimizing Interference Between Wireless
Terminals Using Time Offset Between UL/DL
Patterns

In some embodiments, base stations 28 A (of network 24A)
synchronize to the timing of base stations 28B (of network
24B) while applying a certain time offset. The time offset is
selected so as to minimize the impact of the interference
between terminals 32A and terminals 32B. The term “mini-
mizing the impact of interference” means that the selected
time offset results in the lowest interference impact among
the various possible time offsets, with sub-frame resolution.
The impact of the interference may refer to the level of inter-
ference itself, or to performance degradation caused by the
interference, such as blocking of critical control messages or
synchronization signals. Typically, the selected time offset
aims to minimize the overlap between the downlink sub-
frames of one UL/DL configuration and the uplink sub-
frames of the other UL/DL configuration.

FIG. 2B is a diagram that schematically illustrates example
UL/DL configurations, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. The example of FIG. 2B shows UL/DL
configurations 56 and 60, which are used by networks 24A
and 24B, respectively. In this example too, network 24A uses
UL/DL configuration 1, and network 24B uses UL/DL con-
figuration 2.

Unlike FIG. 2A above, however, in the scheme of FIG. 2B
there is an offset of one sub-frame (1 ms) between the frames
of network 24A and the frames of network 24B. Thus, SF0 of
network 24A (configuration 56) coincides with SF9 of net-
work 24B (configuration 60), SF1 of network 24A coincides
with SF0 of network 24B, SF2 of network 24A coincides with
SF1 of network 24B, and so on.

In the case of UL/DL configurations 1 and 2, this offset of
one sub-frame minimizes the interference between terminals
32A and terminals 32B. As can be seen in the figure, an uplink
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sub-frame (U) of one configuration never coincides with a
downlink (D) sub-frame of the other.

Network 24 A and/or 24B may select and apply the appro-
priate time offset in any suitable way. In the embodiment of
FIG. 1 above, timing unit 44 of each base station 28A syn-
chronizes the timing of the base station while applying the
selected time offset. Synchronization between networks 24 A
and 24B may be set, for example, by receiving downlink
signals of one network by a receiver in the other network, and
synchronizing to the received downlink signals. As another
example, both networks may synchronize to a common time
base, such as a Global Positioning System (GPS) clock. On
top of such synchronization, the base stations of one network
apply the selected time offset for minimizing interference.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart that schematically illustrates a
method for synchronization between base stations, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. The
method begins by selecting a time offset between the respec-
tive UL/DL configurations of network 24 A and network 24B,
at an offset selection step 70.

The time offset is typically selected off-line based on the
knowledge of the UL/DL configurations used in the two
networks. The selected time offset minimizes the interference
between nearby terminals of the two networks, as explained
above.

Timing units 44 of base stations 28A apply the selected
time offset, at an offset application step 74. The timing units
synchronize the frame timing of base stations 28A to the
frame timing of base stations 28B, and further apply the
selected time offset. After synchronization, networks 24A
and 24B operate synchronously with one another while
applying the additional time offset. Thus, interference
between terminals 32A and terminals 32B is minimized.

Although the embodiments described herein mainly
address interference reduction between UL/DL configura-
tions 1 and 2 of the TD-LTE specification, the disclosed
techniques can be used in a similar manner to reduce inter-
ference between any other pair of alternating UL/DL patterns.

Mitigating Residual Interference in Special
Sub-Frames

Although the selected time offset in FIG. 2B eliminates (or
at least minimizes) interference from uplink sub-frames to
downlink sub-frames, some interference may still occur dur-
ing the special sub-frames (S). For example, the DwPTS
regions of sub-frames SF1 and SF6 (of UL/DL configuration
60) are affected by uplink sub-frames SF2 and SF7 (of
UL/DL configuration 56), respectively. Although sub-frames
SF1 and SF6 do not contain uplink grants, they do contain the
PSS and may also contain DL allocations. Therefore, when an
aggressor terminal transmits during these sub-frames, the
PSS may suffer from interference.

As another example, downlink sub-frames SF0 and SF5 (of
UL/DL configuration 60) are affected by the UpPTS regions
of special sub-frames SF1 and SF6 (of UL/DL configuration
56), respectively. The UpPTS regions may cause interference
to the last one or two Orthogonal Frequency Division Multi-
plexing (OFDM) symbols of the sub-frame (thus the control
region is typically unaffected).

Note that the last symbol of sub-frames SF0 and SF5
includes the SSS. Note also that the UpPTS region is used for
PRACH and for Sounding Reference Signals (SRS). When a
terminal is configured to transmit SRS, the transmission is
typically configured with a periodicity of five or ten sub-
frames. Thus, when a nearby aggressor terminal is configured
to transmit SRS in the last symbol of sub-frames SF1 and SF6
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(five-sub-frame periodicity), the SSS of the victim terminal is
subject to constant interference.

In various embodiments, the victim terminal may mitigate
the interference to reception of the PSS in different ways, or
acquire network synchronization using other means irrespec-
tive of the PSS. For example, processor 47 in the victim
terminal may continually attempt to acquire the PSS until
acquisition is successful. In many practical cases, the aggres-
sor terminal will not transmit in every sub-frame SF2 and
SF7. As a result, the victim terminal will have remaining
opportunities to receive the PSS without interference. This
solution may require, for example, setting an appropriately
high acquisition time in processor 47 of the victim terminal,
and/or apply means to detect and exclude from calculations
sub-frames that suffer from interference.

Nevertheless, in some relatively rare cases, the aggressor
terminal may transmit in each PSS sub-frame. For example,
the aggressor terminal may be configured to transmit data
with Semi-Persistent Scheduling (SPS) having a period of ten
sub-frames in sub-frame SF2 and periodic Channel Quality
Indicator (CQI) in sub-frame SF7. In such a case, all PSS
signals received by the victim terminal will typically be sub-
ject to interference. However, the transmission bandwidth
and transmission power for CQI reports are typically low.
Therefore, PSS detection in the victim terminal has a high
probability of success.

In alternative embodiments, processor 47 in the victim
terminal may attempt to acquire network synchronization by
acquiring the PSS of the aggressor network, and then deduc-
ing the timing of the victim network from the aggressor
network timing. The PSS of the aggressor network is trans-
mitted in sub-frame SF1 and SF6 of the aggressor signal that
coincide with sub-frames SF0 and SF5, respectively, of the
victim signal. Since sub-frames SF0 and SF5 are downlink
sub-frames in the victim network, the PSS of the aggressor
network can be retrieved without uplink interference from the
victim signal. Since both signals are synchronized (within
several psec reflecting the path length difference), once the
victim terminal acquired the aggressor network frame timing,
it has also acquired the victim network frame timing (taking
into account the one-sub-frame time offset).

In another embodiment, processor 47 in the victim terminal
may calculate an autocorrelation of the received signal, which
is given by:

wherein M denotes the Cyclic Prefix (CP) length and N
denotes the OFDM symbol length (without CP). The output
of'the autocorrelation typically comprises peaks correspond-
ing to the timing of the OFDM symbols. Processor 47 in the
victim terminal may analyze the pattern of these peaks to
acquire the downlink frame timing of the victim network,
taking into account the UL/DL configuration and the non-
uniform OFDM symbol spacing used in LTE.

In other embodiments, the victim terminal may reject the
interference from the aggressor using spatial techniques.
When the victim terminal comprises multiple receive anten-
nas, processor 47 in the victim terminal can use spatial
(“smart antenna”) techniques to reject the interference. For
example, the processor may calculate weights for application
to the respective receive antennas based on analysis of the
received signal. Alternatively, the processor may scan over
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sets of weights, effectively steering the reception beam to
different directions, until finding a setting that rejects the
interference.

Additionally or alternatively, processor 47 in the victim
terminal may mitigate the interference to reception ofthe SSS
in different ways, or acquire network synchronization using
other mean irrespective of the SSS. As noted above, SSS
reception suffers particularly from SRS that are transmitted in
the last OFDM symbol of sub-frames SF1 and/or SF6 of the
aggressor terminal signal. The bandwidth and periodicity of
the SRS (typically five or ten sub-frames) are configured by
the aggressor network.

When the periodicity of the SRS is ten sub-frames (e.g.,
when SRS is transmitted only in sub-frame SF1), the victim
terminal may receive every second SSS without interference
(the SRS transmitted in sub-frame SF5 in this example).
Processor 47 in the victim terminal may detect this scenario,
ignore the SSS sub-frames that suffer from interference, and
decode the SSS based only on the interference-free sub-
frames.

When the SRS bandwidth is configured to be relatively
narrow, its impact on the victim terminal is typically small,
and SSS detection in the victim receiver is often successful.
However, acquisition time in processor 47 may need to be
increased to improve processing power over the interference.

The worst-case scenario typically occurs when the SRS is
wideband and is transmitted with a periodicity of five sub-
frames. In this case, SSS reception in the victim terminal can
be blocked completely. In some embodiments, processor 47
in the victim terminal may acquire network synchronization
by receiving Cell-Specific Reference Signals (CS-RS)
instead of SSS. The CS-RS can provide the information
obtained by SSS processing—Cell ID identification and reso-
Iution of the half-frame ambiguity that remains after PSS
processing. Acquisition time may increase in this embodi-
ment (in comparison with SSS processing). In an embodi-
ment, processor 47 in the victim terminal detects the fact the
SSS reception is blocked, and initiates CS-RS based process-
ing. In an embodiment, CS-RS based acquisition comprises
cross-correlation with CS-RS sequences.

In the scheme of FIG. 2B above, sub-frames SF0, SF1, SF5
and SF6 of the victim terminal (that uses UL/DL configura-
tion 60) may suffer from interference from the aggressor
terminal (that uses UL/DL configuration 56). In sub-frames
SF0 and SF5 the interference occurs only in the last one or
two OFDM symbols, depending on the special sub-frame
configuration in the aggressor network). In sub-frames SF1
and SF6 the interference may span the entire DWPTS region.

In various embodiments, the victim base station and/or the
victim terminal may mitigate this interference in different
ways. For example, the victim base station may avoid allo-
cating downlink transmissions in the interfered sub-frames,
especially in sub-frames SF1 and SF6.

As another example, the victim base station may select the
transmission scheme, e.g., the Modulation and Coding
Scheme (MCS), for these sub-frames to be robust enough to
mitigate the interference. As yet another example of transmis-
sion scheme selection, the victim base station may use in
sub-frames SF0 and SF5 downlink allocations comprising a
small number of Resource Blocks (RB). This solution ensures
that reception of the last Code Block (CB) in any LTE Trans-
port Block (TB) will not be blocked completely. In another
embodiment, the victim base station may allocate Physical
Resource Blocks (PRB) at frequencies that are as far as pos-
sible from the frequency of the aggressor signal.

As yet another example, the victim base station may apply
sub-band CQI reports (a mechanism supported in TD-LTE),
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as opposed to a single wideband CQI report for the entire
frequency band. The interference level is typically non-uni-
form over the victim signal bandwidth (typically decreasing
as drawing away from the frequency of the interfering signal).
Therefore, sub-band CQI reports are likely to improve link
adaptation.

In still another embodiment, victim base station may apply
separate processing to CQI reports of sub-frames that poten-
tially suffer from interference (SF0, SF1, SF5 and SF6 in this
example) and CQI reports of interference-free sub-frames. In
LTE, each CQI report is based on a downlink sub-frame that
is located a known number of sub-frames before the sub-
frame comprising the report (see 3GPP TS 36.213, section
7.2.3). Thus, for each CQI report, the victim base station is
able to decide whether the report was calculated over a sub-
frame that is potentially subject to interference or not. By
applying separate processing (e.g., separate link adaptation)
to potentially-interfered and interference-free sub-frames,
the impact of the interference can be mitigated.

Other interference mitigation schemes may be applied by
the victim terminal. In these embodiments, processor 47 of
the victim terminal is able to detect an interference event and
activate one or more of the following interference mitigation
techniques. In one embodiment, processor 47 applies spatial
processing techniques to null out or at least attenuate the
interference. Typically although not necessarily, this solution
is most useful when the downlink transmission to the victim
terminal is in rank 1, i.e., comprises a single spatial stream.

In another embodiment, processor 47 in the victim terminal
may adapt its receiver chain to account for the interference. In
one embodiment, the receiver chain is set to a normal setting
during interference-free sub-frames and to an interference-
mitigation setting during potentially-interfered sub-frames.
Parameters of the receiver chain that differ between the two
settings may comprise, for example, the baseband filter band-
width (narrower in potentially-interfered sub-frames), or the
gain setting of amplifiers and/or mixers (lower gain in poten-
tially-interfered sub-frames, especially low-noise amplifier
gain). As another example, noise and interference measure-
ments in the receiver (e.g., for the purpose of optimizing the
detector and generating reports) may be aware of the inter-
ference and performed separately per sub-frame and per sub-
band or RB. As yet another example, receiver tracking loops,
such as frequency, gain or timing loops, may be aware of the
interference characteristics and ignore (or at least weight
differently) sub-frames with potential interference.

Other interference mitigation techniques are applied by the
aggressor base station and/or aggressor terminal. For
example, the aggressor base station may reduce the maximal
uplink transmit power of the aggressor terminal in order to
reduce the interference to the victim terminal. For example,
the aggressor base station may apply Additional Maximal
Power Reduction (A-MPR) by defining a specific Network
Signaling (NS) value for this case, as described in 3GPP TS
36.101, section 6.2.4. In an embodiment, the A-MPR may be
applied only in the potentially-interfered sub-frames (SFO0,
SF1, SF5 and SF6 in the present example), based on the
specific NS

As another example, the aggressor base station may allo-
cate narrow uplink grants in the potentially-interfering sub-
frames. As yet another example, the out-of-band spurious
emissions of the aggressor terminal may be reduced beyond
the requirements of the applicable standard.

The interference mitigation techniques described above
were chosen purely by way of example. In alternative
embodiments, the victim terminal, victim base station,
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aggressor terminal and/or aggressor base station may apply
any other suitable technique for this purpose.

Although the embodiments described herein mainly
address interference reduction between wireless communica-
tion terminals, the methods and systems described herein can
also be used for reducing interference between nearby base
stations that use different alternating patterns of uplink and
downlink time intervals. The same time offsets that minimize
interference between terminals also minimize interference
between base stations, since they avoid scenarios in which a
base station receives while a nearby base station transmits.
Alternatively, interference between base stations can be miti-
gated by applying appropriate filtering at the aggressor base
station transmit path and/or the victims base station receive
path.

It will thus be appreciated that the embodiments described
above are cited by way of example, and that the present
invention is not limited to what has been particularly shown
and described hereinabove. Rather, the scope of the present
invention includes both combinations and sub-combinations
of the various features described hereinabove, as well as
variations and modifications thereof which would occur to
persons skilled in the art upon reading the foregoing descrip-
tion and which are not disclosed in the prior art. Documents
incorporated by reference in the present patent application are
to be considered an integral part of the application except that
to the extent any terms are defined in these incorporated
documents in a manner that conflicts with the definitions
made explicitly or implicitly in the present specification, only
the definitions in the present specification should be consid-
ered.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for communication, comprising:

communicating between one or more first base stations and

first wireless communication terminals using a first
alternating pattern of downlink time intervals and uplink
time intervals;
selecting a time offset between the first alternating pattern
and a second alternating pattern that is used by one or
more second base stations for communicating with sec-
ond wireless communication terminals, so as to mini-
mize impact of interference between the first and second
wireless communication terminals; and
synchronizing the first base stations relative to the second
base stations according to the selected time offset,

wherein each of the first and second alternating patterns
comprises one or more uplink sub-frames, one or more
downlink sub-frames, and one or more special sub-
frames containing respective uplink and downlink
regions, and comprising applying an interference miti-
gation process to reduce the interference during the spe-
cial sub-frames, and

wherein applying the interference mitigation process com-

prises distinguishing between a first subset of the special

sub-frames that are subjected to the interference and a

second subset of the special sub-frames that are not

subjected to the interference, and performing at least one

of:

processing only the special sub-frames in the second
subset; and

activating the interference mitigation process only dur-
ing the special sub-frames in the first subset.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second alternating patterns are specified in accordance with a
Time-Division Long-Term Evolution (TD-LTE) specifica-
tion, and wherein the downlink time intervals and the uplink
time intervals comprise TD-LTE sub-frames.
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3. The method according to claim 1, wherein each of the
first and second alternating patterns comprises one or more
uplink sub-frames and one or more downlink sub-frames, and
wherein selecting the time offset comprises minimizing an
overlap between the uplink sub-frames in one of the first and
second alternating patterns and the downlink sub-frames in
the other of the first and second alternating patterns.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the special
sub-frames contain synchronization signals, and wherein
applying the interference mitigation process comprises
reducing the interference to the synchronization signals.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the special
sub-frames contain synchronization signals, and wherein
applying the interference mitigation process comprises
obtaining synchronization using alternative means other than
the synchronization signals.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein a given wire-
less communication terminal comprises multiple receive
antennas, and comprising canceling the interference by
weighting respective signals received via the multiple receive
antennas.

7. The method according to claim 1, and comprising allo-
cating data transmissions to the first terminals only during
predefined times during the first alternating pattern in which
the interference from the second alternating pattern is known
not to be present.

8. The method according to claim 1, and comprising com-
municating with the first terminals using a first communica-
tion scheme during predefined times in the first alternating
pattern in which the interference from the second alternating
pattern is known to be present, and using a second commu-
nication scheme, less robust than the first scheme, outside the
predefined times.

9. The method according to claim 1, and comprising setting
in the first terminals a first receiver chain setting during pre-
defined times in the first alternating pattern in which the
interference from the second alternating pattern is known to
be present, and setting a second receiver chain setting, less
robust than the first setting, outside the predefined times.

10. A wireless communication terminal, comprising:

a transceiver, which is configured to communicate with a
first base station using a first alternating pattern of down-
link time intervals and uplink time intervals, wherein the
first alternating pattern is synchronized relative to a sec-
ond alternating pattern that is used by a second base
station for communicating with at least another wireless
communication terminal while applying between the
first and second patterns a time offset selected so as to
minimize impact of interference between the terminal
and the other terminal; and

a processor, which is configured to apply an interference
mitigation process for reducing residual interference
caused by the second pattern,

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

14

wherein each of the first and second alternating patterns
comprises one or more uplink sub-frames, one or more
downlink sub-frames, and one or more special sub-
frames containing respective uplink and downlink
regions, and

wherein the processor is configured to apply the interfer-
ence mitigation process during the special sub-frames,
to distinguish between a first subset of the special sub-
frames that are subjected to the interference and a sec-
ond subset of the special sub-frames that are not sub-
jected to the interference, and to perform at least one of:

processing only the special sub-frames in the second
subset; and

activating the interference mitigation process only dur-
ing the special sub-frames in the first subset.

11. The terminal according to claim 10, wherein the first
and second alternating patterns are specified in accordance
with a Time-Division Long-Term Evolution (TD-LTE) speci-
fication, and wherein the downlink time intervals and the
uplink time intervals comprise TD-LTE sub-frames.

12. The terminal according to claim 10, wherein the special
sub-frames contain synchronization signals, and wherein the
processor is configured to reduce the residual interference to
the synchronization signals by applying the interference miti-
gation process.

13. The terminal according to claim 10, wherein the special
sub-frames contain synchronization signals, and wherein the
processor is configured to obtain synchronization with the
first base station using alternative means other than the syn-
chronization signals.

14. The terminal according to claim 10, and comprising
multiple receive antennas, wherein the processor is config-
ured to cancel the residual interference by weighting respec-
tive signals received via the multiple receive antennas.

15. The terminal according to claim 10, wherein the pro-
cessor is configured to cause the transceiver to communicate
with the first base station using a first communication scheme
during predefined times in the first alternating pattern in
which the residual interference from the second alternating
pattern is known to be present, and using a second commu-
nication scheme, less robust than the first scheme, outside the
predefined times.

16. The terminal according to claim 10, wherein the pro-
cessor is configured to set in the transceiver a first receiver
chain setting during predefined times in the first alternating
pattern in which the interference from the second alternating
pattern is known to be present, and to set a second receiver
chain setting, less robust than the first setting, outside the
predefined times.



